FLOREANA ISLAND
GALÁPAGOS, ECUADOR

FLOREANA ISLAND, GALÁPAGOS
Floreana Mockingbird (Mimus trifasciatus)
IUCN* Status: Endangered

INTERESTING FACTS ABOUT THE FLOREANA MOCKINGBIRD:

Locally extinct (extirpated) on Floreana Island
due to invasive rats and cats. It now survives
only on two invasive free offshore islets.

The first mockingbird species described
by Charles Darwin during the voyage of
the Beagle in 1835.

Inhabits and feeds on the pollen of the
Opuntia cactus, which has been impacted
by introduced grazers on Floreana.

Floreana Island, Galápagos is the sixth largest island within the Galápagos
archipelago and lies 1,000 km off the coast of Ecuador. In 1978, the
Galápagos were designated as a UNESCO World Heritage Site. The
Galápagos National Park Directorate manages more than 98 percent of
Floreana Island; an agricultural zone (230 ha) and the town of Puerto
Valasco Ibarra (42 ha, 140 residents) fills the remaining 2 percent. Floreana
Island is an Alliance for Zero Extinction site.

WHY IS FLOREANA ISLAND IMPORTANT?
Home to 54 threatened species, including species found nowhere else such as
Floreana Mockingbird, Floreana Giant Tortoise, and the Floreana Racer.
13 seabird species nest on the island, 4 of which are found only in the Galápagos.
Home to 94 plant species found only in the Galápagos, six of which are found
only on Floreana.

FLOREANA ISLAND

Galápagos Archipelago, Ecuador
1°17’51”S 90°26’03”W

THE PROBLEM
Floreana Island is a paradise of its own; here a small human community of around 150 people
live alongside a great, vibrant diversity of native plants and wildlife.
Unfortunately, native flora and fauna are not alone in this paradise. Invasive mammals such as
mice, rats, and feral cats are also present on the island, causing devastating impacts to native
species and in turn the local community. The impacts of these invasive species can be
measured–thirteen species are no longer found on the island, including the iconic Floreana
Mockingbird.

FLOREANA SUPPORTS

54 IUCN Threatened species

60% of the world’s population of Critically
Endangered Galápagos Petrels

A community of about 150 people who
depend on a thriving, healthy ecosystem
for survival

THE SOLUTION

THE RESULTS

PROJECT STATUS

We can restore the island’s rare and
endangered plants and animals and
improve the local community wellbeing
by removing invasive species.

Island Conservation is supporting the
Floreana community and other partners
in achieving the partnership’s shared
vision of a restored Floreana free of
invasive species. This will allow the
island’s unique fauna and flora the
opportunity to flourish and thrive and
create the conditions for sustainable
community tourism and farming on the
island.

The partnership is currently in the
planning phase for the removal of invasive
species from the island. Island
Conservation conducted field studies to
identify options for invasive rodent and
feral cat removal and is working with the
local community on finalizing a plan for
implementation.

Free from the impacts of invasive species,
native species can once again thrive on
Floreana Island, creating a healthy,
functioning ecosystem.

#N O E X TI N CT IO NS
www.islandconservation.org

